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37 Students and 4 staff spent 21 days exploring Italy. See page 5 for details
LJ Hooker Ballina - We lead, others follow, list with the leaders

Ballina

Michael Shay (64-69) Kent Shay (91-96) & Luke Shay (93-98)

02 6686 2711

ballina.ljhooker.com.au
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Principal’s Report
The term ‘baptism of fire’
springs readily to mind
when I reflect upon 2020
and my introduction to
the Woodlawn community.
Having experienced a very
orderly transition late last
year thanks to the generosity
of Mr Chris Comerford, as
we now know, 2020 did not
track like any other school year, at least in living memory. Aside
from the multifarious COVID-19 issues which have affected
people the world over, and saw the College move to a period
of ‘Blended Learning’ for several weeks in Terms 1 and 2; in the
third week of the school year we had an Emergency Evacuation
due to flooding followed by two other critical incidents in late
August and September due to burst Rous Water mains leaving
us without water for two days! Added to several bushfire threats
late in 2019, I think we have endured more than our fair share
of setbacks over the past twelve months. Yet, despite each of
these setbacks, our students and staff have shown remarkable
resilience in simply ‘getting on with the job’ and I wholeheartedly
commend them for this.
College Captains
Tiana Riley
Daniel Westerman

The College was successful in its submission to the Catholic
Block Grant Authority for a grant towards refurbishing our
current Music facilities. In keeping with our updated College
Masterplan, we are eagerly awaiting advice as to the success
of our most recent submission which will see the top floor of
the main building (the old dormitory wings) converted to
classrooms and several other areas of the College refurbished
to better suit twenty-first century pedagogies. As the College
will be required to make significant local contributions towards
these projects, we will be introducing a Building Levy which
will replace the current College Building Fund. Belonging to
an established community such as Woodlawn places an intergenerational responsibility on today’s families to ensure that the
Woodlawn of tomorrow can offer the same level of facilities to
our future generations of students.
One aspect of College life which has particularly impressed me
over the past year is the standard of Student Leadership at St
John’s. Our 2020 Student Leaders have been exemplary in the
way they have managed so many disruptions to routine and our
inability to host the usual array of celebrations and formalities.
Our 2021 Student Leadership Team includes:

College Vice—Captains
Lily Fisher
Lachlan Watts

Student Representative Council
President: Innes McLaren
Treasurer:
Olivia Mosse
Secretary: Skylar McQuilty
Committee: Eve Barnes, Macy Butler, Ossian Quinn-Jarvis
Ethan Weissel and Myles Wellman

Ministry Captain
Luke Rowling

St Vincent de Paul Conference
President:
Courtney Hanson
Vice-President: Grace Carey
Treasurer:
Jack Leslie
Secretary:
Georgia Daley
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House Captains and Vice-Captains
Captains: Eliana Brown and Sam McLean
Vice-Captains: Poppy O’Reilly and Harry Sivewright
Captains: Molly O’Toole and Patrick Thompson
Vice-Captains: Katie Olive and Luke Rowling
Captains: Zarah Golding and Tom Reynolds
Vice-Captains: Matilda Elliott and Jack Elmore
Captains: Zoe Leadbeatter-O’Reilly and Ethan Weissel
Vice-Captains: Natalie Fennamore and Kai Ferguson

While we were unable to host our annual Ex-Students’ Reunion
due to COVID restrictions, I would like to extend my personal
thanks to members of the Association for your warm welcome,
especially Damian Price and John Molloy who have been in
regular contact throughout the course of the year. Our 2021
celebrations will certainly be appreciated that little bit more.
The generosity of the Ex-Students’ Association, and its many
benefactors, in providing so many scholarship opportunities for
current students to attend the College, must also be recognised.
Several long-serving staff are concluding their service to the
College at the end of 2020. Our Agriculture/Primary Industries
teacher, Mr Mick Melino retires after twenty-nine years on staff.
Mick devoted countless hours of his own time to the College,
often on weekends and during holiday periods, to ensure
the smooth operation of the College Farm. He also had a
great passion for Rugby Union and successive generations of
Woodlawn students have benefited from his tutelage. Mick has
already been transitioning to a well-deserved retirement having
been on Long Service Leave for the past twelve months.
Mr Kevin Bell retires after twenty-four years on staff as a
teacher (and former Leader) of Mathematics. Kevin will also
be remembered for his extra-curricular commitment to the
College Chess teams over many years, and being the Staff Union
Representative. During COVID Kevin and his wife selflessly moved
his 103 year-old mother out of her nursing home and back into
the family home so that they could ensure her ongoing care –
a marvelous commitment which speaks volumes of the man.
Kevin’s unassuming and cheery presence around the College
will be missed.
Mrs Judith Fitzhenry is taking twelve months leave prior to
retirement after nineteen years on staff, many of these on the
College Executive where she was primarily responsible for

student welfare. Renowned as an outstanding teacher of Senior
Studies of Religion and Business Studies, Judith’s no-nonsense
approach, professionalism and dedication to her students will
be missed.
Another significant milestone will be marked in December when
Mrs Pamela O’Sullivan retires after forty-three years on staff. Pam
was originally employed by Fr Lew Molloy in 1978 in our Office
and has now seen multiple generations of students and families
pass through our gates. Pam’s efficiency, eye for detail, cheerful
disposition (and magnificent cooking) will be sorely missed by
all and we wish her and Bill many wonderful years of retirement
together.
As we conclude our ninetieth year of operation, I can assure all
members of our College community, both past and present, that
St John’s College, Woodlawn is forging towards its centenary in
2031 with great gusto and a renewed sense of purpose.
I leave the final word to another great nonagenarian, Queen
Elizabeth II, whose stirring address to Britons during the COVID-19
pandemic provided inspiration to yet another generation and
whose words I have taken the liberty of paraphrasing here:
‘I hope in the years to come everyone will be able to take pride in
how they responded to this challenge, and those who come after
us will say the Woodlawn community of this generation were as
strong as any, that the attributes of self-discipline, of quiet, good
humoured resolve, and of fellow feeling still characterise this College
community. The pride in who we are is not a part of our past, it
defines our present and our future’.
Tenete Traditiones
Aaron Beach
Principal
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President’s Report
With 2020 drawing to
an end we hope it never
comes back and the
future holds brighter
times for families and
businesses alike.
The Annual reunion
this year was cancelled
due to COVID-19. We
are hoping to have a
double reunion next year incorporating those who missed out
this year. The years that will have their official reunion will be
Pre-1970, 1970, 1971, 1980, 1981, 1990, 1991, 1995, 1996, 2000,
2001, 2010 and 2011. The invitation is always open to any year
to organise a table and join us. At this stage we are aiming for a
Saturday, late in October, 2021.
The Ex- Students Facebook page (St John’s College, Woodlawn
Ex-students Association) is proving a valuable tool to connect
Ex-Students all over Australia and the world. We currently
have over 1100 “followers” so if you haven’t already visited
the page, I suggest you do so. We will be updating College

events and successes and also Ex-Student events, gatherings
and news updates. Please contact me if you want to post an
event, gathering or news on the page. Also feel free to add any
significant news you feel other ex-students will find of interest.
The Association currently supports approximately thirty
students currently at the College by way of Scholarships. Many
of these exceptional kids would not be able to attend Woodlawn
without the generosity of many Ex-Students.
If you own a business we would appreciate a few more
advertisers for the Newsletter. The exposure for your business is
worth it with 582 families from current students and ex-students
receiving it electronically and over 4000 being posted Australia
wide. Any suggestions to articles for the Newsletter is always
appreciated.
If you are not a member of the Association, membership forms
are located on the College website, at the back of this Newsletter
or by phoning Penny at the College on 02 6626 2602.
Tenete Traditiones
Damian Price
President

Congratulations and
thank you !!
The Woodlawn Ex-Students Association has awarded Honorary Life Membership of the Association to the following
staff members for 15 years of service to St John’s College – photo, left to right, Michelle Wright, Catherine GrahamSmith, Simon Andrews, Sue Buss and Penny Dietrich.
The Ex-Students Association appreciates the contribution these staff members have made to the College over this
significant period of time.
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Exploring Italy
During January 2020, students studying Italian, Art and History
joined together to experience la bella Italia. The students across
all three discipline areas really took advantage of all that Italy
had to offer and their enthusiasm and willingness to explore
was simply infectious.

they held up the Leaning Tower of Pisa and lived the bustling
University life in Bologna.

We began our journey in Rome, with two days jam-packed
with all the ‘must sees’: the Colosseum, the Roman Forum, Trevi
Fountain, Vatican City, and the Spanish Steps.

The three sub groups met again in Venice, where we spent
our final hours getting lost in the maze of calle (the Venetian
dialect word for street), seeing the breathtaking Doge’s Palace
and Saint Mark’s Square, watching glass-blown artworks come
to form before our very eyes and exploring the once private art
collection of Peggy Guggenheim.

We then settled into the seaside city of Salerno. It was here that
the Italian Language students had their first week of home stay
and of Italian language lessons at Accademia Italiana, a private
Italian language school for foreigners.

It’s not often that one gets to say this, but when we boarded our
Gran Turismo boat to take us to Marco Polo airport in Venice and
begin our long journey home, it’s safe to say that everyone was
just a little bit enamoured with Italia and all that she had to offer.

While in Salerno, the Art and History students were able to
explore the ancient sites of Pompeii, Herculaneum and Paestum
and we all were able to visit the beautiful Amalfi Coast.

So, until next time… arrivederci, Italia e bentornati a Lismore!

From the coastal south we then headed towards Tuscany, and
the gorgeous medieval town of Montepulciano.
The Art and History students only spent one full day in
Montepulciano before separating from the Language group.
Together, they explored the renaissance city of Florence,

Michelle Went
Leader of Languages
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NAIDOC Celebrations

First Day

Opening College Mass

Reconciliation

Tree Planting

Swimming Carnival

Dune Planting
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Cambodia

Cooking for Caritas

COVID Staffing

Last
Day
Covid
Staffing

Marsden Medal & Jake Roff AwardsLeft to right– Lucy McAnelly, Tiana Riley, Courtney Hanson,
Daniel Westerman and Principal, Aaron Beach.
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EAGLE YEARBOOKS FOR SALE
Various years available. $15 each—posted within Australia.
Overseas postage available on request.
Please contact Penny on 02 6626 2602 or penny.dietrich@lism.catholic.edu.au

EX- STUDENTS RECEIVE PAPAL RECOGNITION
Five former students have been honoured by Pope Francis with Papal Knighthoods in the Equestrian
Order of St Gregory the Great.
The Order of St Gregory the Great was instituted on 1st September, 1831 by Pope Gregory XVI, who
named it after his predecessor, Pope St Gregory the Great. The Order of St Gregory the Great was founded
in two divisions: military and civil, as a reward for those outstanding citizens of the Papal States and for
persons who defended the temporal territory of the Church.
Peter Dougherty (45-49) for his significant contribution over many years to St Mary’s Parish Grafton, now
known as Clarence Valley Parish. He has been Chairman or a member of many significant committees
within the Parish. He has worked tirelessly and without fanfare in assisting the Parish in its pastoral outreach. He has shown
financial generosity which has enabled the Parish to carry out significant education works.
William Dougherty (45-46) also a parishioner of Clarence Valley Parish has contributed significantly at both Parish and Diocesan
levels. He was a member of the Diocesan Investment Fund (DIF) and Diocesan Financial Council (DFC) assisting the then Bishop
of Lismore, John Satterthwaite in administering the temporal goods of the Diocese. He was also the first Chair of the Parish
Pastoral Council in 1970. William has been generous in his financial support of the Parish and his support of the Sisters of Mercy,
caring for needy children.
Francis Hannigan (64-69) has contributed generously to the work of the Church both at Parish and Diocesan levels. As a
solicitor, Frank has supported, by advice, three Bishops, including our current Bishop, Gregory Homeming. Much of that advice,
given at no cost to the Church. He has always been and continues to be a strong supporter of the Bishops and Clergy of the
Diocese. He has been involved in the various councils and boards associated with the administration of the DIF and the DFC
and St Vincent’s Hospital, Lismore. He has been, and continues to support the Parish Priest of Casino via the Parish Finance
Council and various parochial committees.
Bryan Marriott (54-57) has contributed through his membership of various committees and councils at the Diocesan level for
over 35 years. These have included the DFC, the DIF, the Diocesan School Planning and Priority Committee, and the Diocesan
Education Board. He has supported his parish for over 40 years as a member and chairman of the Parish Finance Council. The
Parish Finance Council work aided the areas of charity and education. In addition, he has contributed to the town of Ballina, by
being Mayor of the Municipal Council and the Ballina Shire Council.
Michael Shay (64-69) has contributed to and assisted three Bishops in the administration of the temporal goods of the
Diocese as a member of the DIF, and the DFC. Also, as a member of his parish, he has served on the Parish Finance Council and
assisted in the development of the educational and charitable works of the parish. Michael was also a member of the St Vincent
de Paul Society.
Congratulations gentlemen on being awarded this prestigious knighthood.
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CHARLES JOSEPH COX, OAM
07.11.1939 – 14.08.2020

Affectionately known by all as “Charlie” Charles attended
Woodlawn in 1955 - 56 following which he graduated from
Armidale Teacher’s College as a primary school teacher. In 1962
he was appointed to Casino Public School, in his home town,
where he spent the next thirty-five years and taught three
generations of children. He took early retirement in 1997.
Charlie adored his beloved Casino and worked tirelessly for the
community. For his services to Surf Life Saving he was awarded
Life Membership to three bodies- Evans Head/Casino Surf Life
Saving Club, Far North Coast Branch Surf Life Saving Association
and the State of NSW Surf Life Saving Association. In 1990 he
was awarded the Citation of Merit by the World Lifesaving Body.
He was also a Life Member of Casino Soccer Association, past
Chair of Casino Cancer Council Relay for Life, past Secretary and
Coach of Casino Junior Rugby League and past Chair of Casino
Meals on Wheels.
Charlie entered Local Government and without any prior
experience was elected Mayor of Casino Council and later
popularly elected Mayor of the newly formed Richmond Valley

Council. He did not seek re-election in 2012. Charlie had fourteen
continuous years in Local Government, eight of them as Mayor.
On Australia Day, 2006, Charlie was awarded an OAM for his
services to Local Government, the Surf Life Saving movement
and the community of Casino. In his later years he was a tireless
worker, helping to establish the Casino Men’s Shed and making
it one of the best around.
Charlie sadly passed away suddenly and unexpectedly on 14th
August, 2020, aged 80.
Following the service at the funeral parlour, the hearse was
escorted through the streets of the Casino CBD. The pavements
were lined with many hundreds of townsfolk all wanting to pay
their respects. It included guards of honour, formed by many
school children and teachers, some of whom he had taught. It
was a very touching display showing the respect and gratitude
that the town of Casino had for such a community-minded and
much loved gentleman.
Vince O’Doherty 1955 - 56

In 1956
Charlie was the
Senior Champion
for Breaststroke
and Butterfly

Pat Two hill Designs
Woodlawn 62-67

ARCHITECTS

Residential I Multi-Residential
Commercial I Tourist I Institutional
Phone 0439 796 264
E: pat@ptdarchitects.com.au
6 Ivory Crescent, Tweed Heads, NSW, 2485

1956 Swimming Team
Back: T McDonald, R Dornan, E Heber, P Rummery, T Gallagher
2nd Back: W Perry, B Dagg, J Landrigan, M Hale, J Campbell, C COX
3rd Back: W Crossland, B Hayes, J O’Mara, M Owens, J Plummer, L Myers
4th Back: P Brown, K Heynatz, L Barnes, G Murray, B Dougherty, J Burley, M Kissane
Sitting: J Rooney, W Heber, M Crossland, J Begg, A Kissane, J Kissane
Front: P Niland, K Press, M Shields, A Eisenhuth, R Connell, I Bugden ( Coached by
Fr S Hosie)
Photo - Riley Studios Portrait Photo- Coffs Coast Advocate
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VALE DOUG PAGE
19.02.1942 – 24.03.2020
A great man

Doug grew up in Newcastle, finishing high school in 1958. After
graduating from Newcastle Teachers College Doug secured a
teaching position at Bankstown Boys High School in Sydney.
During this time, he played first grade rugby league for the
Western Suburbs Magpies with the likes of Noel Kelly, Peter
Dimond and Arthur Summons, he also played first grade cricket.
When Doug and
Jan
met
they
decided to explore
the world together.
Doug got a position
at an American
Community School
in Buenos Aires,
Argentina, as the
senior sports and track coach. They then moved to England
where Doug was the Master and Head Swimming Coach at St
John’s School, Surrey. Craig was born in England, whilst Michael
was born when they returned to Australia. The family lived in
Lismore, and Doug rode a motorbike to Grafton each day to
teach. In 1973 he started teaching at Marist Brothers High School
in Lismore (later to become Trinity Catholic College) where he
remained for many years.
Doug started working at Woodlawn in 1997, predominantly in
the boarding area of the school. He was the Assistant Senior
Residential Master and the Carroll Housemaster. In 1998 and
1999 Doug was the Year 12 Dormitory
Master as well as the Assistant Senior
Residential Master.
2000 saw the end of boarding. Doug
and his wife Jan took six Papua New
Guinea students into their home which
enabled those students to complete their
education at Woodlawn, such was the






Commercial Insurance
Domestic Insurance
Life/Risk Insurance
Financial Planning

huge heart of this big man
with the tough exterior.
Doug taught extensively in
the TAS faculty throughout
his career and was well known
in the Catholic community. A
straight shooter who called
a spade a spade. His belief
that students should accept
responsibility for their actions
helped change the course of
many students’ lives. He was
firm but fair and very well
respected amongst both the
students and his work mates.
Doug always conducted
himself with integrity and
was a man you would want to stand beside you in times of
difficulty. He never hesitated to cover a class if needed and often
spent lunch time or after school providing additional assistance
to students.
Doug retired in 2012 with the plan to do more travelling with
Jan. Their dreams were cut short with Doug being diagnosed
with Parkinson’s disease. Doug’s health rapidly declined and he
passed away 24th March 2020, now at peace, free from pain and
suffering.
Due to COVID his funeral was for immediate family only. College
staff who had worked with Doug watched via video link. It was
a lovely service for his farewell.
Doug will be greatly missed by his wife Jan, his sons Craig and
Michael, his extended family and all those who had the privilege
to work with or be taught by this great man.
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Great aerial shot of
the College—
Thanks to Emiliano
from Balloon Aloft–
Byron Bay

We would love to hear from any of our Ex-Students.

Keep the Association and your old friends up to date in what has been happening in your life, family
and work achievements. Send us a photo along with your letter and we will put it in the next edition.
Hope to hear from you soon.
Drop us a line either by mail - Ex -Students Association
PO Box 6, Lismore NSW 2480, email - penny.dietrich@lism.catholic.edu.au or phone 02 6626 2602

Jubilarian Priest Ordination 2020
50 years as a Priest
Fr Trevor Trotter, Columbian
missionary, ex-student, 1957-61

40 years as a Priest
Fr Michael Moore, SM, former staff
member, 1981-83

Fr James Ware, SM, former staff
member, 1971-74

Fr Kevin Kerley, SM, former staff
member, 1951-53 (then known as
Br Laurence)

Fr Trevor Trotter

Fr Kevin Kerley

EDITORIAL
2020 has been a challenging year, a difficult year, and a year like
no other.

of the State. We pray for those who have been effected by the
virus, both here in Australia and overseas.

Our year started off with excitement as we welcomed our new
Principal, Aaron Beach.

COVID put a stop to our mid-year edition of the Eagle Newsletter
as well as our annual reunion. We will hopefully have a double
reunion celebration in 2021.

We then had a week of rain which as you would know, means
that Lismore floods. The water rose much quicker than anyone,
including the authorities, anticipated and the College was forced
to evacuate. We were closed for two days. This seems to be the
way the Wilsons River greets new Principals!! (Chris Comerford
also dealt with flooding on his arrival).
Then COVID came. Skeleton staff were put on rosters, whilst
most were working from home. Lessons were done via Zoom.
Luckily the Northern Rivers had very few cases of COVID and
after a few weeks of this we are able to return to school, albeit
slowly and not the same as before. Year groups are kept separate,
no visitors, no Assemblies, no parents or ex-students dropping
in for a visit. These measures are slowly relaxing, as is the rest

The College community has had many other challenges this
year, some that Aaron mentioned in his report, but we have
made it through, wiser and stronger.
Fr Paul has not been able to visit the College this year (due to
COVID) but he is healthy and happy in Sydney. We look forward
to seeing him next year.
I wish you all a joyous Christmas, and hope that you get to spend
time with your loved ones.
Tenete Traditiones,
Penny Dietrich
Editor

The Eagle
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A note from Aubrey…
Here is a photo of my sister Elsie and I about to head off to school. We
lived at Chatsworth Island back then. Elsie went to a girls boarding
school in Lismore while I went to Woodlawn. I was there from 19391941. Elsie passed away at the age of 50 but I am still going strong at
94 years old.
I met up with Tom Goodyer (38-42) and we had lunch at Mooloolaba.
I met him through Facebook. I find the Eagle Newsletter interesting to
look at although there is nobody that I know in it. There are a lot of
changes since my time at Woodlawn.
Aubrey (John) Tidboald (39-41)

Michael Cranney
My name is Michael George Cranney, I am currently
living at Tweed Heads. I was a student at St John’s
College for three years, 1952- 1954 where I gained
my Intermediate Certificate. After leaving St John’s I
worked on my fathers’ dairy and banana farm until
a developer made him an offer too good to refuse.
I then became an apprentice to a local electrical
contractor. During my four-year apprenticeship I
attended Lismore Technical College until I gained
my Licence. I spent a lot of time in the Lismore area.
When I was in my early twenties my mother had had
enough of me living at home, so with some mates,
I spent several years fruit picking in Shepparton,
Victoria and cutting sugar cane for the Goondi CSR
mill at Innisfail, North Queensland.
In 1966 I married, going back to the electrical trade in the ‘slack’ and
continued to cut cane on the flats at Condong, giving up the cutting
a few years before the mechanical harvesters took over in the early
seventies. I returned full time to the electrical trade for the next ten
years working for the man until I took up contracting with an old
Holden HQ panel van. I finally gave up contracting when I became
too old to get Insurance. This was disappointing for me as I loved the
trade but soon realised that knees etc all fail over time.
During fifty-three years of married life my wife Catherine, whom I met
on Greenmount Beach whilst on Lifesaving patrol, produced three
sons and one daughter and they have given us seven grandchildren.
As two of our sons live in Europe we have seen a fair bit of antiquity
during visits over there and one teacher from my time at College, Fr
Harry Davis comes to mind for his enthusiasm and presentation of
long past historic events in Italy and Greece. He was the Wikipedia of

the fifties; hope you still have teachers like him on the payroll.
I still remember my time at Woodlawn with fondness and especially
the big train trips from Woodlawn to either Singleton or Holsworthy
for the annual Cadet camp. Every time I eat a meat pie I recall
Wednesday night in the College dining room when a pie was
presented with a golden crust and a dollop of peas. I also recall
being ‘sent up’ with other nervous lads to wait outside the Discipline
Masters’ door hoping for a pardon and if this wasn’t granted you
were a ‘hero’ when you emerged a few seconds later with comments
like ‘how many did you get?’
Here is a photo of the ‘willing’ potato and onion peelers from one of
the annual Cadet camps- the band couldn’t play and the platoons
couldn’t march on an empty stomach! I’m the one on the left, the
other lads’ names, like my hair, have faded with time.
Regards,
Mick.

Paul Miller
Paul Miller (78-79) who lives and works in Amsterdam would love to hear from or catch up with any of his classmates.
His email is: paulmiller.nl@gmail.com
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In the Past...

Rugby league football has always played an important role in the life ofWoodlawn College; and there has always been
plenty of room for argument as to the respective merits of various teams and comparisons will always be made with
teams of other years.The 1948 Firsts played Reserve grade football in the Richmond competition as well as against
the top teams of all local high schools and remained undefeated, scoring 532 points against 38. Remembering that
tries were worth only 3 points at the time. Besides this wonderful record, they went to Kempsey in late August and
defeated Kempsey CatholicYoung Men’s Football Club, the winners of the district First grade competition—13 to nil.
TwoWoodlawn old boys, Kevin Hayden and Trevor Owens, were in the Kempsey line up.What a team!!
Our Ex-Student Association struck a medal for the members of this team as recognition of their skill and achievements.
As I look around today I find that only Kevin Sanotti and John Hargreaves are still on this earth. All the others have
passed onto their eternal reward.Well done fellas!
Tenete Traditiones
John Molloy
Patron

Back row: J Wicks,
D Farrell, B Harley,
M Dougherty
Middle row: K Sanotti,
P Ryan, P O’Halloran,
A Everson, M Carlton
Front Row:
J Hargreaves,
C Wade, J McGettigan
(Vice Captain)
J Fahey (Captain)
G O’ Donoghue,
P Reynolds

Point of interest…….
John Nevin attended Woodlawn from 1959-63 and went on to study Medicine at Sydney University and later worked in
Armidale, where he now lives.
John attended a dinner on Saturday, 15th February, 2020, which was held at Sydney University to celebrate 50 years since
graduating in January 1970, in Medicine.
It was noteworthy that there were five Woodlawn students in that class: Desmond Francis Hughes, Anthony Ching Hung
Kwan, John Raymond Nevin, Brian Patrick Pezzutti and Michael Pidcock (nephew of Father Paul Pidcock).
It is remarkable that Woodlawn, with a year size of sixty students, contributed five graduates to that class of 209 students in
Medicine, in 1970.
Has this ever been achieved before by a small country school?
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Bereavements
The Woodlawn Ex-Students Association extends its prayerful sympathy to the families of
the following people who have died recently Robert “Bob” Goodyer (42-46) passed away 16.07.2014.
Late of Inverell.
Bede Vincent Fallon (43-45) Passed away in Wagga
Wagga on 17.03.2018. Devoted husband of Doreen
(dec’d). Much loved father and father-in-law of Cheryl
and Ken Roberts, Leanne and Steve Brookes, and Trish
Fallon. Loved Pop and great Pop. Brother of Tom (dec’d)
and Marie.
Vincent Newton Staff (60-64) died in Canberra on
20.03.2019 after a courageous battle with Multiple
Myeloma. Vince was the second lay teacher to
commence at Woodlawn. He was in charge of the
Cadets for several years.
Philip Chiang (57-58) Passed away peacefully on
04.12.2019. Much loved and sadly missed by wife
Jennifer and sons Geoffrey and Simon and daughtersin-laws Deanna and Nathalie.
Edward Clarke (56-59) passed away peacefully
12.10.2019. Dearly loved husband of Jill. Loving father
and father-in-law of Ben and Gemma, Dean and Aleisha,
Petrina, Tonia and Justyn, Jed and Michelle, Penny and
Luke. Adored pop and poppy Ned of their families.
Cherished brother of Bernie (dec), Marie (dec), Bill (dec),
Nancy (dec), Connie, Sep (dec), Betty, Greta, Margaret
(dec), Julie and Cassie.
Barry McConnell (41-45) from Banora Point passed
away 14.12.2019.
James “Jim” O’Brien (55-59) passed away 21.12.2019.
Beloved husband and best friend of Barbara. Dearly
loved father and father-in-law of David (91-96), Andrew
(95-98) and Kate. Much loved Granddad of Chloe, Ivy,
Andrew (Yr 10), Isaac (Yr 9) and Leo. Loved brother of
Martin (56-58), Dennis (57-59), William (59-61), Patrick
(60-62) and Kevin (63-66).
Fr Anthony Casey (1943) died 08.01.2020.
James Walsh of Wardell. Brother of Fr Maurie Walsh
SM, father of Maurice (82-85 dec’d), Damian (84-89) and
Bernard (88-92) died 19.02.2020
Colin Fitzhenry father of Michael (65-70) and uncle of
John (65-70), Peter (71-74), Paul (70-71) and Martin (7378). Granduncle to Matthew (98-99), Claire (2000-05)
and Laura (2002-07) passed away 12.03.2020 aged 92.
Patrick Gillespie (60-61) of Tenterfield, passed away
11/03/20. Brother of Michael (56-60).

Douglas Page (staff 1997-2012) Passed away peacefully
at Fromelles Manor Lismore, 24.03.2020. Loved and
loving husband of Jan. Cherished father of Craig &
Michael. Loved poppy of Olivia, Mathew, Ivy & Amara.
Loved Brother of Irene and Dell and their families.
Robert Hosie (42-47) died at Ballina 7.04.2020. Father of
Andrew (73-76), Paul (71-73) and Robert (69-73). Brother
of Marie Rogers and brother-in-law of Dr Norman Rogers.
Brother of Fr Stanley (37-38) (Staff 49-57), Bernard (Staff
55-63), John (42,44-48) (Staff 66-67). Uncle of Helen
O’Loughlin and Margaret Buckler, Brian (68-73), James
(76-81) and Peter Rogers (66-71). Great uncle of Caroline
(2005-10) and Patrice O’Loughlin (2009-14) and Andrea
(2007-12) and Jeffrey Buckler (2011-16).
Daryl Patch (61-65) passed away 22.05.2020.
Stephen Meade (57- 61) passed away 04.08.2020. Late
of Caringbah. Loved father of Derek, Lucas and Heidi.
Loved Grandpa to Oliver and Isabella.
Josie Gibson passed away 01.08.2020. Wife of Joseph
(42-46). Mother to Anthony (76-72), Joseph (70-75),
Michael (75-80), Mark (72-77) and Robert (76-80). Sister
in law to Robert (53-57). Aunt to Peter (69-74), Brendan
(71-76), John (75-80), Dominic (76-81), Mark (79-83) and
Andrew (80).
Charles Cox OAM (55-56) died 14.08.2020. Former
Mayor of Casino and Richmond Valley Council passed
away at his Casino home. Dearly loved husband of
Robyn. Much loved father and father-in-law of William
(dec’d), Anthony, Louise (dec’d), Dean and Tracey.
Cherished Papa of Tiarna, Riley and Sam.
Robert Hayes (55-59), brother to Anthony (51-55), John
(49-53 dec’d) and Brian (54-56 dec’d). Wife of Leonie,
father to Louise, Belinda and Damian passed away
21.08.2020.
Paul Walsh (50-52) brother of Fr John Walsh passed
away 20.09.2020 in Grafton.
John Andrew Moran (48-50) of Grafton, passed away
02.10.2020.
Jaylan Stewart (2016-19) beloved son of Kirsty and
Michael, brother to Keisha (2014-19) died 03.10.2020.
…and to those we may not be aware of.
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• Deceased Estates
• Succession Planning
• Land and Environment

Casino

Evans Head

Kyogle

92 Centre Street
6662 4122

43 Woodburn Street
6662 4122

92 Summerland Way
6662 4122

www.hannigans.com.au • enquiries@hannigans.com.au

Contact Information
St Johns College
PO Box 6
LISMORE NSW 2480
P: 02 6626 2600
E: penny.dietrich@lism.catholic.edu.au
The Eagle Newsletter is published twice a year by Woodlawn Ex-students
Assoc & St. Johns College. The Eagle Newsletter is copyright; no part of it can
be reproduced in any form by any means without prior written permission of
the publishers. All material is published in good faith, however the publisher,
editors & advertising company will not be held liable for any form of damage
what so ever, or liability, claims or proceedings arising from the printing of
same. Indemnity: Advertisers warrant to the publishers that any advertising
material placed in The Eagle Newsletter is in no way an infringement of any
copyright or other right & does not breach confidence, is not defamatory,
libellous, or unlawful, does not slander title, does not contain anything
indecent or obscene, or does not infringe the Trade Practices Act or other
laws, regulations or statutes. Moreover, advertisers agree to indemnify the
publisher against any claim, demands, proceedings, damages or costs.

15

If undelivered return to St Johns College
PO Box 6
Lismore NSW 2480 Australia
Woodlawn Eagle Newsletter
Print Post Approved
100004423

PRINT
POST
100004423

POSTAGE
PAID
AUSTRALIA

